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CHOOSING A BASIC 
FRENCH PROGRAM 
FOR YOUR CHILD -  
CORE, EXTENDED, OR 
INTENSIVE FRENCH
There are several French as a second 
language (FSL) programs offered in 
Canadian schools. Not all variations are 
available in every school community.

Core/Basic French (French: Communication 
& Culture in MB) is taught as a subject 
for one period a day or a few periods a 
week within a regular English program. 
The goal of the program is for students to 
gain a good foundation in French in order 
to communicate at a basic level and gain 
insights into French as a living language 
spoken around the world to compare and 
contrast French cultures with their own. 
The beginning grade level and amount 
of instruction vary widely among school 
districts.

Extended/Expanded French programs 
provide core French students with additional 
exposure to French by using it as the 
language of instruction for one or two 
subjects in addition to a French course. 
This option becomes available to students 
between Grades 4 to 8 and may continue 
throughout secondary school. Currently, 
extended French programs are offered only 
in a few provinces.

Intensive French programs have a 
concentrated period of French instruction 
during one half of a school year, in Grades 
5 or 6. At the end of the five-month period, 
students can sustain a conversation, with 
some spontaneity, on familiar topics. The 
regular curriculum is “compacted” and 
students complete it in English in the second 
half of the school year, while continuing a 
one-hour period per day in French. Intensive 
French is a one-year program, so students 
need appropriate follow-up programs, like 
post-intensive French (an enriched core 
French experience), late immersion or 
extended French, to maintain their French 
language gains.

CONDITIONS FOR 
SUCCESS
Core French programs vary widely 
from province to province, district to 
district, and even from school to school. 
The beginning grade and amount of 
time devoted to the program often 
depend on the level of school board or 
administrative support, teacher availability 
and qualifications, and parental or student 
demand. Your support for the program and 
your support and encouragement of your 
child’s French learning are also important 
factors in the success of core French 
programs. 

A successful core, extended or intensive 
French program will:

•	Follow written policies that specify 
curricular content and hours of 
instruction in French.

•	Use French as the predominant 
language in the classroom.

•	Provide dedicated core French 
classrooms that are enriched with visual 
materials and other resources to create 
an atmosphere for learning French and 
about French cultures. 

•	Provide adequate teaching and 
reference materials, classroom resources 
and technological support.

•	 Include activities that allow students to 
experience French as a living language 
and use it outside of the classroom such 
as watching and discussing a French 
music video, reading a TV or movie 
review and role playing a restaurant 
interaction. 

JOIN TODAY!
CPF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Canadian Parents for French is a nationwide, 
research-informed, volunteer organization that 
champions the opportunity to learn and use 
French for all those who call Canada home.

Please note we do not need your child’s information — 
please apply under your own name.  CPF member must be 
at least 18 years of age.  You may register up to two adults 
per household as voting members.

MEMBERSHIP TYPE1

I am applying as a:

New member

Renewing Member #:

Family/Individual
CPF allows one or two 
adults per family as 
voting members

$25.00 $60.00

Associate Member 
Organization 
(AMO) 
School or organization

$60.00 $150.00

Best value
3 year1 year

Member First Name*

Member Last Name*

2nd Member First Name

2nd Member Last Name

Organization Name 
(if AMO*)

Address*

City* Prov.* Postal Code*

To find out more about 
member benefits, value and 
AMO membership, please 
visit our website.

(over)



JOIN CANADIAN 
PARENTS FOR 
FRENCH
Canadian Parents for French (CPF) is the 
national network of volunteers that values 
French as an integral part of Canada and is 
dedicated to the promotion and creation 
of French-second-language learning 
opportunities for young Canadians.  We 
work for and with French second language 
students and their families in communities 
across Canada.  Join CPF and take a more 
active part in your child’s education and 
personal growth while contributing to the 
vitality of Canada’s linguistic duality. CPF 
provides:

•	Learning opportunities, language 
contests and summer camps for youth 

•	 Information, resources for members and 
support for parents

•	Advocacy support for French-second-
language education

Contact your CPF provincial/territorial 
Branch or local Chapter. 

Visit the CPF National website for more 
information at:  CPF.CA

British Columbia &
Yukon Branch
227-1555 W 7th Ave
Vancouver, BC 
V6J 1S1
bc-yk.cpf.ca

Alberta Branch
211, 15120-104 Ave NW
Edmonton, AB
T5P 0R5
ab.cpf.ca

Northwest Territories
Branch
PO Box 1538
Yellowknife, NT
X1A 2P2
nwt.cpf.ca

Saskatchewan Branch
303-115-2nd Avenue N
Saskatoon, SK 
S7K 2B1
sk.cpf.ca

Manitoba Branch
101-475 Provencher 
Blvd
Winnipeg, MB 
R2J 4A7
mb.cpf.ca

Ontario Branch
103-2055 Dundas St. E
Mississauga, ON
L4X 1M2
on.cpf.ca

New Brunswick Branch
PO Box 4462
Sussex, NB 
E4E 5L6
nb.cpf.ca

Nova Scotia Branch
8 Flamingo Dr
Halifax, NS 
B3M 4N8
ns.cpf.ca

Prince Edward Island
Branch
PO Box 2785
Charlottetown, PE
CIA 8C4
pei.cpf.ca

Newfoundland &
Labrador Branch
PO Box 8601, Station A
St. John’s, NL 
A1B 3P2
nl.cpf.ca

Quebec Office
400-1819 Rene 
Levesque
Blvd W
Montreal, QC H3H 2P5
qc.cpf.ca

National Office
1104-170 Laurier Ave W
Ottawa, ON K1P 5V5
cpf.ca

PAYMENT OPTIONS
(CPF reserves the right to charge a fee for NSF cheques)
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Preferred Phone*

Additional Phone

Email*

Additional Email

CPF Chapter/Branch

School 
Board

School 
Name*

How did you 
hear about us?

Visa MC Cheque (payable to CPF National)

Card # Expiry Date

Name on Card

Signature

I would like to donate $

Designate to:

National My Branch My Chapter
(if applicable)

Your gift in support of CPF is welcomed and appreciated. Due to the cost, we 
will issue tax receipts in January of the following year only for donations of 
more than $10, unless a receipt for a lesser amount is specifically requested.

CPF Charitable Reg. No: 11883 5131 RR0001

Occasionally, the CPF membership list may be made available to other groups/agencies 
to offer members special benefits or education-related information.  Use of the list will 
be carefully regulated and only permitted under a contract specifying confidentiality and 
one-time authorization.  If you DO NOT wish to receive mailings other than directly from 
CPF, check here.

Your membership provides you with the opportunity to receive occasional updates 
from CPF as well as CPF Magazine twice a year.  Please confirm your consent to receive 
electronic communication from CPF by checking here.

Please submit form and payment to:

Canadian Parents for French 
1104-170 Laurier Ave. W. 

Ottawa, ON

Connect with us:

Phone: 613-235-1481 
Email: cpf@cpf.ca 
Facebook: CanadianParentsForFrench 
Twitter: @CPFNational

Visit cpf.ca to sign up online, update 
your member profile and more.

TODAY’S 
BASIC FRENCH 
PROGRAMS:
An overview for 
parents

CPF ACROSS CANADAI DON’T KNOW 
FRENCH – CAN I STILL 
HELP MY CHILD?
Don’t worry — parents are not expected 
to understand or speak French.  However, 
there are many things you can do to ensure 
your child’s experience is positive and 
lasting.  Research shows that students 
whose parents have positive attitudes to 
French achieve more. And, FSL programs 
are suitable for every child. 

•	Be supportive, enthusiastic and 
encouraging;

•	Get to know your child’s teacher and 
attend parent-teacher interviews

•	Tune into French-language TV and radio 
with your child

•	Expose your child to French language 
and culture outside of the classroom to 
build skills, vocabulary and confidence.

•	Read to your child in English to foster a 
love of language.

IF MY CHILD WANTS 
TO LEARN MORE 
IN FRENCH, CAN 
WE SWITCH FROM 
CORE FRENCH TO 
IMMERSION? 
Some school boards offer options that 
permit core French students to enroll in 
French immersion.  For instance, Middle 
French Immersion (MFI) programs 
generally start no later than Grade 4 
or 5.  Similarly, Late French Immersion 
(LFI) programs normally begin by Grade 
6 or 7. Alternatively, intensive French 
and extended French programs may be 
available. 


